Counting Declarer’s Tricks - Test
I.   




North (Dummy)






♠ J 5


You lead the ♠7, dummy’s ♠J wins, partner playing





♥ Q 7


the ♠9 (♠3) and declarer the ♠6.  At trick 2, declarer





♦ Q J T 9 6 3
 
leads the ♦3, to his ♦K, (partner playing the ♦8 (♦2).





♣ A T 9

Plan your defense.


West (You)




  


♠ Q T 8 7 2



  



♥ K J 9 4




 
♦ A 4




 


♣ 8 2

II.

North (Dummy)





♠ 3 2



 

West leads the ♠J


♥ 4 3 2



 

Plan the defense.


♦ A Q T 7 6
 
 

 


♣ Q 6 4



. 




East (You)




 




♠ A 7 6

 
  





♥ J 7 6

 
♦ 9 8 4


 




♣ 7 5 3 2
III.

North (Dummy)





♠ 7 6 3


 


West leads the ♥8, won by dummy’s ♥J. (Declarer


♥ Q J

 



plays the ♥2). Declarer plays the ♦3 from dummy. 


♦ K 8 4 3 
 

 

Plan the defense from here.


♣ A Q J 9



. 





East (You)




 




♠ Q 8 4

 
  





♥ T 9 5
 
♦ A J T 2


 




♣ 7 4 3

IV.

North (Dummy)


West leads the ♠3 to your ♠10, and declarer’s ♠Q. At trick 2,  


♠ 6 5



 
a low club is led to partner’s ♣A, 


♥ A K T



 


♦ 8 4
 



 


♣ K Q J 9 8 7



  





East (You)




 




♠ T 8 7


(a): What do you do if partner shifts to the ♦2?

  





♥ 8 7 4


 
♦ A T 3

(b): What do you do if partner shifts to the ♦9?           




♣ 5 4 3 2
V.   




North (Dummy)






♠ A 6 2

You lead the ♠J, dummy’s ♠A wins, (partner playing





♥ Q 7


the ♠7 (♠3) and declarer the ♠5).  At trick 2, dummy





♦ K Q J T
 
leads the ♣Q, partner playing the ♣2, (♣5), and 





♣ Q J T 3

declarer the ♣8. Plan your defense.


West (You)




  


♠ J T 9 8 4



  



♥ A 6 5




 
♦ 8 6 4




 


♣ K 6


VI.

North (Dummy)





♠ A J 9

 


 


♥ 5 4

 



(a): How do you defend if partner leads the ♥9?


♦ 7 6 
 

 

 



♣ A Q T 6 5 2



. 
(b): How do you defend if partner leads the ♥10?




East (You)




 




♠ 7 6 2

 
  





♥ A J 3
 
♦ J T 9 8


 




♣ 9 8 7
VII.   






North (Dummy)






♠ A K 6 5 2

You lead the ♣Q, dummy winning the ♣K, (partner
♥ 9 5


plays the ♣8 (♣5) and declarer plays the ♣4.)





♦ 7 6 5
 

At trick 2, dummy leads the ♥9, partner contributing





♣ K 6 2

the ♥2, and declarer the ♥7. 


West (You)




  


♠ J 7



  

Plan your defense from here. 


♥ K 4 3




 
♦ K J 8



 


♣ Q J T 9 3


VIII.

North (Dummy)





♠ 9 8 7 6

 


West leads the ♥Q.


♥ 5 4
 




 


♦ A K J 7 6
 

 

Plan your defense.


♣ Q 9



. 





East (You)




 




♠ Q J T 2

 
  





♥ A 9 3
 
♦ T 9 8 5


 




♣ 4 3

IX.   






North (Dummy)






♠ A K Q 2

You lead the ♦3, partner plays the ♦J, and declarer
♥ 9 7 4


wins the ♦K. At trick 2, a spade is led to the ♠A,





♦ 9 8 6
 

partner playing the ♠10 (♠3) and the ♣Q is run to





♣ Q J 5

your ♣K.


West (You)




  


♠ J 7



  

Plan your defense from here if: 


♥ A J 6 3




(a): partner plays the ♣7 (♣2) and declarer the ♣3.
♦ Q T 7 3 2



 


♣ K 9





(b): partner plays the ♣2 (♣7) and declarer the ♣3.
X.   






North (Dummy)






♠ 5 4 3


You lead the ♣3, partner plays the ♣10 and declarer
♥ A K Q 9 2

wins the ♣K.





♦ Q J T 

At trick 2, declarer leads the ♦2 towards the dummy.





♣ 7 6





West (You)




  


♠ K 6 2


  

Plan your defense from here. 


♥ J T




 
♦ A 6 4



 


♣ J 9 4 3 2


XI.   






North (Dummy)



♠ Q 3





Partner leads the ♠7.   Dummy plays low.
♥ 6 5





Plan the defense.


♦ A Q 4 




♣ A K Q T 8 6









East (You)




  





♠ A J T 9 2


  










♥ A 7 3




 
♦ 8 5


 
♣ 7 3 2

Counting Declarer’s Tricks – Answer Key


I.   

North (Dummy)



Declarer is marked with nine certain tricks outside



♠ J 5





of hearts: 3 Spades, 5 Diamonds, and a Club. Clearly


♥ Q 7





only hope of defeating the hand is to get four heart


♦ Q J T 9 6 3
 



tricks.
♣ A T 9


West (You)



East  

  
The best play is the King of Hearts! This caters to 
♠ Q T 8 7 2



♠ 9 4 3  

partner having the absolute minimum holding
♥ K J 9 4



♥ A 3 2
 
possible: namely ♥Axx and declarer having ♥Txxx.
♦ A 4




♦ 8 7 2
 

If you returned a low heart, you have just held your
♣ 8 2




♣ 7 6 4 3

side to only 3 defensive heart tricks. 


South 


♠ A K 6





♥ T 8 6 5





♦ K 5
 



♣ K Q J 5

II.

North (Dummy)



The imposing diamond suit in dummy, in addition to


♠ 3 2



 

to Queen of Clubs in dummy to fit declarer’s suit


♥ 4 3 2



 

makes it necessary to give up on the spade suit, as


♦ A Q T 7 6
 
 

 
declarer is known to have two stoppers. East should
♣ Q 6 4




win the ♠A at trick one and shift to the ♥J. The only
West 




East (You) 
  
hope is in the heart suit, and it is necessary to play 
♠ J T 9 8 4



♠ A 7 6  

the Jack to prevent declarer from ducking the lead
♥ A Q T 8



♥ J 7 6
 

into partner’s hand. This is one of the rare occasions
♦ J 5 2




♦ 9 8 4 

when a defender leads the Jack without holding the 
♣ T




♣ 7 5 3 2

Ten. Four tricks are needed, and East must hope that


South 





West holds ♥ AQTx.  (A clever declarer might drop


♠ K Q 5




the ♠Q at trick one under the ♠A to encourage a spade


♥ K 9 5




continuation – hopefully avoiding the danger of a 


♦ K 3
 




heart switch.)
♣ A K J 9 8
III.

North (Dummy)



This problem is quite similar to the previous example.


♠ 7 6 3


 


The lead marks declarer with the ♥AK and there is a


♥ Q J

 



strong likelihood that declarer can take 4 heart tricks.
♦ K 8 4 3 
 

 

Those four tricks, along with the four club tricks that
♣ A Q J 9




dummy will clearly provide, gives declarer eight tricks.
West




East  (You)

The diamond lead is a clear attempt to steal a ninth 
♠ A J T 9



♠ Q 8 4  

trick early, before the defense can work out their best
♥ 8 7 6 3



♥ T 9 5
 
strategy. (Declarer can not be trying to establish more
♦ 7 6




♦ A J T 2 

than one winner in the diamond suit). Don’t fall for it!
♣ 8 6 5




♣ 7 4 3


East must rise with the ♦A and return the Queen of


South 





Spades – as 4 spade tricks are needed immediately!


♠ K 5 2







♥ A K 4 2




Notice how important it is for West to lead the Eight


♦ Q 9 5
 



of Hearts, as opposed to 4th best, which would cause
♣ K T 2




unnecessary defensive confusion. Help partner out.

IV.

North (Dummy)


(a): 
Partner’s shift to a low diamond asks for a return of  


♠ 6 5



 

that suit. Win the ♦A and return the TEN, 


♥ A K T



 


♦ 8 4
 



 
♣ K Q J 9 8 7



(b): 
If partner shifts to a high diamond at trick three, 
West




East  (You)
  
win the ♦A and return the Eight of Spades! 
♠ K J 9 3 2



♠ T 8 7


His return of a high diamond shows no interest
♥ 9 6 3




♥ 8 7 4
 

in that suit, and a desire for his original suit lead
♦ K J 9 2



♦ A T 3 

to be returned. For his return of the ♦9, partner 
♣ A




♣ 5 4 3 2

might have something similar to:
South 





♠ AJ932    ♥ 963   ♦ Q952    ♣ A



♠ A Q 4





♥ Q J 5 2





♦ Q 7 6 5
 



♣ T 6

V.   

North (Dummy)



Judging from partner’s play at trick one, declarer has


♠ A 6 2

 


three spade tricks. After the club finesse loses, declarer


♥ Q 7


 


will have established three club tricks. If partner has


♦ K Q J T
 
 


the Ace of Diamonds and declarer has the King of
♣ Q J T 3




Hearts, there is no way to defeat the contract the 
West (You)



East  
  
 
contract unless partner has 6 hearts, and declarer Kx. 
♠ J T 9 8 4



♠ 7 3



♥ A 6 5



♥ K J T 9
 
In any event, a heart shift at this point is indicated. It
♦ 8 4 2




♦ 9 6 3 

really doesn’t matter much whether you lead the ♥A
♣ K 6




♣ 7 5 4 2

or a low one, just as long as a heart is out there on the 


South 





table at trick three. 


♠ K Q 5





♥ 8 4 3 2




In the interest in keeping partner as informed as you


♦ A 7 5
 




possibly can, I recommend the ♥A. It can’t be wrong,
♣ A 9 8




keeps partner in the loop. 
VI.

North (Dummy)


(a): 
With the lead of the ♥9, East cannot be 100%


♠ A J 9

 


certain whether the lead is from ♥KT9, ♥QT9, or


♥ 5 4

 



top of nothing, but the simplest defense usually


♦ 7 6 
 

 

 
proves to be best. Win the ♥A and return the ♥J, 
♣ A Q T 6 5 2




hoping for ♥KT9xx in partner’s hand.
West




East  (You)
  
 
♠ Q T 8



♠ 7 6 2

(b):
If the ♥10 is led, East KNOWS South has both the 
♥ K T 9 8 7



♥ A J 3 

♥K and the ♥Q – so a heart return is totally hopeless. 
♦ K 4 3 2



♦ J T 9 8

Win the ♥A and return the ♦J, hoping that partner 
♣ J




♣ 9 8 7

 
something similar to:
South 





♠ QT8     ♥ T9876     ♦ AQ32     ♣ J



♠ K 5 4 3





♥ Q 6 2





♦ A Q 5
 



♣ K 4 3

VII.   

North (Dummy)



Declarer’s bidding indicates a minimum of a 6-card


♠ A K 6 5 2




heart suit, so that means at least 5 trump tricks after
♥ 9 5





you win the ♥K. You know declarer has the Ace-King


♦ 7 6 5
 




of both black suits for a total of nine tricks. Thus, the
♣ K 6 2




hand cannot be defeated if declarer holds the ♦A.
West (You)



East  

  
 
♠ J 7




♠ T 9 8 4  

You must assume partner has that card and shift to the
♥ K 4 3



♥ 6 2
 

♦8.  If partner is on the ball, he wins the ♦A returns a
♦ K J 8



♦ A 4 3 2 

diamond to defeat the contract one trick. 
♣ Q J T 9 3



♣ 8 7 5
 


South 





If you fail to shift to a low diamond, declarer will draw


♠ Q 3





trump and discard a diamond on a spade to make the


♥ A Q J T 8 7




contract. 


♦ Q T 9
 



♣ A 4
VIII.

North (Dummy)



The bidding has told you that declarer has at least 6 


♠ 9 8 7 6

 


and likely 7 club tricks ready to go. You know he has


♥ 5 4
 




the ♥K, and you can see the diamond suit – so it must


♦ A K J 7 6
 

 

be right to attack spades. 
♣ Q 9



West




East (You) 

Knowing which suit to play is not always enough! A 
♠ A 4 3



♠ Q J T 2  

defender must ask himself how many tricks he needs
♥ Q J T 8 7



♥ A 9 3
 
from the suit. In this case, the answer is FOUR. Thus, 
♦ 4 3 2




♦ T 9 8 5 

partner must hold the ♠A, but even that is not enough!
♣ 7 6




♣ 4 3

 
If you lead the ♠Q, declarer covers and dummy’s ♠9


South 





will be promoted to the 4th round stopper. Needing 4 


♠ K 5





tricks in spades, East must picture declarer holding 


♥ K 6 2




♠Kx, and lead a low spade!  Declarer would need to 


♦ Q
 




have mirrors to know to play low, and if he makes the
♣ A K J T 8 5 2



normal play of the ♠K, you will collect your 4 tricks. 
IX.   

North (Dummy)



♠ A K Q 2



(a):
Partner has shown an odd number of spades, certainly
♥ 9 7 4





5, limiting declarer to 3 spade tricks. Partner has also


♦ 9 8 6
 




shown an odd number of clubs, presumably 3, which
♣ Q J 5




from your viewpoint gives declarer 4 club tricks after
West (You)



East  

  
you win the ♣K. Adding 2 known diamonds, you can
♠ J 7




♠ T 9 6 4 3  

count 9 tricks ready to go. You must shift to the ♥3 and
♥ A J 6 3



♥ K 8 5
 
hope partner has the ♥K. (Low asks for a heart return). 
♦ Q T 7 3 2



♦ J 4 

(b):
In this example, partner has shown an even number of 
♣ K 9




♣ 7 6 2

 
clubs, almost certainly four. This gives declarer only


South 





three club tricks and you need not shift to a heart at all.


♠ 8 5





Simply win the ♣K and punch back a high diamond,


♥ Q T 2




establishing your suit – satisfied that declarer cannot 


♦ A K 5
 



come to 9 tricks. Partner’s count signals have lit the 
♣ A T 8 4 3




way and told you how to properly defend. 
X.   






North (Dummy)



♠ 5 4 3





West can see 5 heart tricks staring him in the face due
♥ A K Q 9 2




to his own unfortunate holding.  From the first trick, 


♦ Q J T 




he also knows declarer has 3 club tricks, so the hand
♣ 7 6





can not be defeated unless partner has good spades. 
West (You)



East  

  
 
♠ K 6 2



♠ A Q 9 7  

There is a very good chance that South holds the ♦K
♥ J T




♥ 8 7 6
 

and is simply trying to steal his 9th trick. Even if East
♦ A 6 4




♦ 9 7 5
 

holds the ♦K, (along with something like ♠ QJ97) it  
♣ J 9 4 3 2



♣ T 8 5

imperative that you win the ♦A right now to preserve


South 





his entry to the setting spade trick.  Switch to the ♠2.


♠ J T 8





This play caters to South holding either ♠Qxx or ♠Axx, 


♥ 5 4 3





Your quick thinking will allow partner to retain the ♦K


♦ K 8 3 2
 



and declarer will only be able to cash 8 tricks before 
♣ A K Q




being forced to let him in to cash the setting trick. 
XI.   






North (Dummy)



Your overcall has directed partner to the right lead -


♠ Q 3





or has it? If you make the normal play of putting 
♥ 6 5





in the ♠9, declarer will romp home with 6 clubs, 


♦ A Q 4 




1 spade, and at least 2 diamonds. He won’t need a


♣ A K Q T 8 6



heart trick for his contract. 
West




East (You)




  
♠ 7 6




♠ A J T 9 2

Playing the ♠9 could possibly be the right play in a 
♥ K J 9 4



♥ A 7 3

pairs event, but conceding a game contract without a 
♦ T 9 7 6 2



♦ 8 5


fight won’t win you many Swiss Team or Knockout  
♣ J 4




♣ 7 3 2


matches. There is but one chance to beat this contract


South 





and you must take it. Win the ♠A and shift to a low


♠ K 8 5 4




heart. This play protects against South having 4 hearts  


♥ Q T 8 2




to the ♥Q or ♥QT which is certainly possible.  With 


♦ K J 3
 



the layout shown, this sequence nets 4 hearts and a 
♣ 9 5





spade for the defenders. 
  N      E        S        W


 1D      P     3NT      P








 W        N        E        S


1S       2C       P       2NT    


 P       3NT     Pass





 S        W        N        E


1C       P        1D       P


2NT    P        3NT     P





South	        North


 1NT	         3NT





South	        North


 1NT	         3NT





  S      W        N        E


 1C     P        1S        P


1NT   P        3NT     P





  S        W        N        E


 1C       P        1D       P


3NT     P





  N      E        S        W


  P      P        1H      2C


 2S     P        4H       P





  N      E        S        W


 1C      P     3NT      P








  N      E        S        W


 1H     P       3NT     P      





 S        W        N        E


1NT    P        3NT     P





  N      E        S        W


 1D      P     3NT      P








  N      E        S        W


  P      P        1H      2C


 2S     P        4H       P





  S      W        N        E


 1C     P        1S        P


1NT   P        3NT     P





  N      E        S        W


 1H     P       3NT     P      





  N      E        S        W


 1C    1S     1NT      P


3NT   All Pass      





  N      E        S        W


 1C    1S     1NT      P


3NT   All Pass      








